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European Public Finances 
Through the Great Recession  
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Spain and  
the United Kingdom Compared

Venue: Representation of the State of Baden-Württemberg  
to the European Union

10 December 2015, 12 – 2 pm
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Antoine Bozio is director of the Institut des politiques 
publiques (IPP), associate professor at the Paris School 
of Economics, research fellow at the London Institute 
for Fiscal Studies and a member of the French Council 
of Economic Analysis. He holds a PhD in economics. 
Antoine Bozio’s main areas of research are pension 
and taxation issues.

Carl Emmerson is deputy director of the Institute for Fis-
cal Studies and an editor of the annual IFS Green 
Budget. His recent research includes analysis of the im-
pact of the financial crisis on UK public finances. He 
previously served as a specialist advisor to the House 
of Commons Work and Pensions Select Committee.

Gaëtan Nicodème is head of the “Economic Analysis, 
Evaluation & Impact Assessment Support” unit at the 
Directorate-General for Taxation and Customs Union 
at the European Commission. His research interests 
include corporate taxation and taxation of savings with 
a focus on the EU. Nicodème holds a PhD in economics 
and management sciences.

Andreas Peichl heads the ZEW Research Group “Inter-
national Distribution and Redistribution” and is profes-
sor of quantitative public economics at the University 
of Mannheim. His research interests include public, 
labour, and welfare economics. Peichl has published 
widely in various peer-reviewed academic journals.

Gemma Tetlow is programme director at the IFS, head-
ing the institute’s work on pensions, saving and pub-
lic finances. Her research interests include pensions, 
savings, asset holding and health, as well as their 
interactions with later life working. Her work also in-
cludes analysis of the UK’s public finances and pub-
lic spending.
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European Public Finances  
Through the Great Recession
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Spain and  
the United Kingdom Compared

Thursday, 10 December 2015, 12 – 2 pm

What were the short and long-term consequences of the Great Reces-
sion for the public finances of countries across Europe? How did dif-
ferent governments respond? What were the effects of tax and spend-
ing changes on different types of households and across the income 
distribution? Was the crisis used as an opportunity to make needed 
improvements to the overall efficiency of tax systems?
This event will discuss these important questions, presenting a sum-
mary of the findings from a new special issue of the journal Fiscal 
Studies. This special issue describes economic trends over the Great 
Recession and assesses the tax and benefit reforms implemented in 
response by the governments of France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Spain 
and the United Kingdom.

12:00 Arrival and Lunch 

12:30  Welcome Address 
 Eyke Peveling (Representation of the  

State of Baden-Württemberg to the EU) 

 Presentation of Fiscal Studies Special Issue
 Introduction 

Andreas Peichl (ZEW)

 Statements
 “ The Great Recession’s Impact on the Economy,  

the Labour Market and Underlying Public Finances”

 “Fiscal Policy Responses to the Great Recession”

 Response  
Gaëtan Nicodème (EU Commission)

 Debate with the Audience

14:00   Beverages & Networking

Please confirm your participation no later than 1 December by  
registering at https://de.amiando.com/EPF
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L  7, 1 · 68161 Mannheim
P.O. Box 10 34 43 
68034 Mannheim 
Germany
Phone + 49  621  1235 - 01 
Fax + 49  621  1235 - 255
Internet www.zew.eu

About ZEW

The Mannheim Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) is one of Ger-
many’s leading economic research institutes and enjoys a strong reputation 
throughout Europe. The institute conducts research of the highest quality 
and provides science-based economic policy advice. ZEW is a member of the 
Leibniz Association and covers a broad spectrum of research areas, from in-
novation policy, to labour markets, from fiscal and monetary governance to 
environmental economics and energy policy. Find out more at www.zew.eu.

About IFS

The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) is an inde-
pendent research institute with the principal aim 
of better informing public debate on economics 
in order to promote the development of effective 
fiscal policy. Its research remit covers subjects from tax and benefits to edu- 
cation policy, from labour supply to corporate taxation. Our research not only 
has an impact on policy makers, think tanks and practitioners, it has also 
gained a worldwide reputation for academic rigour, and contributes to the 
development of academic scholarship. More details of our research can be 
found at www.ifs.org.uk

About IPP

The Institut des politiques publiques (IPP) has 
been established through a scientific partnership 
between the Paris School of Economics (PSE) and 
the Centre for Research in Economics and Statis-
tics (CREST). The aim of Paris-based IPP is to promote quantitative analysis 
and evaluation of public policy using cutting-edge research methods in eco-
nomics. Find out more at www.ipp.eu/en.
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